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w OUR SPECIAL REPORT ON ALCOHOL, YOUNG BOYS AND DEATH BEGINS SUNDAY

Carved to the Corps Donner was here

A1 least thal's whal archasclogists baleva aftar
Worman lirgs up her chen eas o cresle soulplues of Lesis dlE.I}:.l..'El'il'lg Temnans cFa_n:,an set up bafore tha

and Clark's histone joumey, MONTANA, B1 party's falafu frak over the Slerras. REGIOM, A2
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LOLES MOHTCL AR Misssuian
ABOVE: Lisz Foster corves Ihe tace of famous explover Wil Clark info a deeg pordenosa pine ree at iha Lost Tral Hal Bpeings Restrl rear the jdaho border Thuraday,
BELOW: Fosiar saws info ™ chest of Wilkam Clark on Thursday. The irees were sculpted meo members of the Lewts and Clatk perfy from dand Iees that wers kiled by
ping:baeties. Rather then cul them dovn, Losl Teail co-ownar Stann Honey hired Fasies, feorm Hamitan, o tum 1he dead tninks into weorks of art



Slices of history

Chain saw sculptor makes use of diseased trees
to commemorate Lewis and Clark expedition

By MICHAEL AEDSTOME
for e Misscadian

How do you save & tree thot's already dead?

Make it into a work of i, :

Thint's whint Lost Trndl Hot Springs Resort s
doing to preserve ponderosa trees that were
kilbed hiflln: bestles. Instesd of cuiting them

thown aml leaving an ughy tree stump, the resort
commizsioned local artst Lisa Foster fo carve
sculptures out of the trees

“Ivs o way to say thank you (o o tree ond ket
it live & little bit longer,” said Stann Honey, co-
owmer ol the resort

Fosster, n Hamilton seulptor who uses a chain
saw a3 her tool, chose the Corps of Discovery
explorers as ber first subjects, She is finishing
up the sculpture of Willizm Clark while the
completed carvings of Meriwether Lewis and
Sncagawes stad] neurdy, forming a trinngle o
few yards apart. They stand on rocks carved
into the wood, while Lewis’ dog Seanean sis s
his master's feel as he gaees oul indo the supsel

“1 ook o the wood and 1 see a picture, 1
cus away ni what 1 see and I pull the person
out,” gkl Foster

Esch sculpure takes her wbout 25-30 hours
o complete, and she's been working on the
Liat Trail project for reo months. Her next two
projects for the resart are 1o carve a mouatsin
man and Chief Joseph,

Wihile she is carving oul the fice of Clark,
Foster siands on o scallold at least 10 feet @il
wiglding the chain saw as i it was an exiensicn
of her arms. She uses a Dreme! high-speed drill
o work on the fine details of his face, When
she's done she will treat the wood by I:uunnnu il
with u torch, then preserve it with latex scrylic
padnt, Hnseed oil and varnish

Foster, who works part time as o mil
carrier, is ane of the few female chnin sow
catvers i Montana, According 1o er Web
site, Wi sherawsicom, she started her erall
in 2002
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Chain saw

Continued

The trees she's sculpting are
believed to be 200 years old.
When fire ravaged the
Bitterroot Valley in 2000, i
weakened the trees ind left
them vulnerable to begtle
infestation.

The trees are cul fo stand at
about 20 feel rﬂ or :}:hm. The

roposed Chiet Jose
En:ulprun: will be about 22 feel
iall,

The base of the tree isn'f the
only thing part being made into
arL. Foster also plans to use
wiand from the trees o make

benches, figurines and other
carvings.

Honey said the resort is
trying 1o take something ugly
and turn it into something
beautiful, )

Lost Trail Resort chose this
project hecause of its location
s 4 part of history, The ridge
just above the cabins is whete
the Corps of Discovery got lovst
and is a part of the Lewis and
Clark Trail. The Nez Perce
Indians used to camp there as
well. Honey said that the trees
that are there today wers
probably young when the
expedition ¢ame

“There is o lot of hLumjr in
this area,” he said.




